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Lined Drawstring Bag
Border of Lining Height

Bag Height

Bag Width Drawstring

Make any size bag chart (refer to diagram above) 

Determine the cutting measurements

bag cut width bag width + ½"

bag cut height (bag height x 2) + ½"

lining cut width bag width + ½"

lining cut height bag height + (lining border height x 2) + ½"

drawstring cut 
length & width

bag width x 3 = length 
width = 2"

The construction is the same for any size bag.  
Use the chart to determine the cutting sizes. 

1 If you would like to embroider the bag, add the embroidery before 
constructing the bag. Layer the 2 lining rectangles right sides 
together to the bag rectangle, matching the lining to the ends of 
the bag. Stitch. Press the seams away from the bag.

2 Fold the bag and lining right sides together, aligning the sewn 
seams. Mark lines 1" and then 3/4" from the center seam as 
shown. Stitch both sides of the bag. On the side with the marks, 
stop stitching and backstitch at each of the marks leaving an 
opening for the drawstring.

3 Turn the bag right side out through the open end. Stitch the 
lining end closed. Using a water soluble pen, mark lines 1" and 
then 3/4" from the seam as shown on both sides of the bag.

Example: The finished size of the bag is 
10" width x 12" height, lining border height is 1".

Using the chart: 
 Bag cut width:  10" + 1/2" = 101/2" 
 Bag cut height:  (12" x 2) + 1/2"= 241/2" 
 Lining cut width: 10" + 1/2" = 101/2" 
 Lining cut height: 12" + (1" x 2) + 1/2" = 141/2" 
 Drawstring cut length: 10" x 3 = 30" 
 Drawstring width: 2"

The cutting for the bag is: 
 Bag:  1-101/2" x 241/2" rectangle 
 Lining: 2-101/2" x 141/2" rectangles 
 Drawstring: 1-30" x 2" strip

Construction Use 1/4" seams. RS=right side WS= wrong side

Lining WS Lining WS

Bag RS

stitch

stitch

Bag RSLining RS

stitch

m
arked line

m
arked line

fold

3/4"1"

4 Stuff the lining into the bag, 
leaving the height of the border of 
lining. Stitch on the marked lines 
around the bag and in the ditch 
between the lining and bag. 
 Fold the drawstring in half 
wrong sides together, press. Open, 
press the long edges to the middle 
pressed line, press. Fold in half again. 
Edge stitch the drawstring edges. 
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Use a safety pin to thread the drawstring 
through the bag. Tie the  drawstring ends 
in a knot.


